
    
   

  

 

    
  

   
   

 
  

   
 

    
   

    
  

    
   

    
 

 

     
       

 
   

   
    

    

 

 

 

   
 

Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 

Trade, Transportation and 
Utilities is projected to have the 
largest growth among the industry 
supersectors with 8,136 new jobs 
between 2015 and 2017, a 3.31 percent 
employment increase. The Wholesale 
Trade sector is predicted to see a gain 
of 1,603 new jobs, or 3.44 percent 
growth.  Merchant Wholesalers, Durable Goods is predicted to add 816 jobs, while Merchant 
Wholesalers, Nondurable Goods could see a net gain of 68.  Household Appliances & Electrical and 
Electronic Goods Merchant Wholesalers is included in the state’s Top 20 Fastest Growing Industries list 
with a 9.87 percent gain, while Wholesale Electronic Markets and Agents and Brokers is predicted to 
gain 719, an increase of 6.74 percent and placing it on the Top 20 Growing Industries list.  On the 
negative side, Grocery and Related Product Wholesalers could lose 143 jobs, or 3.4 percent of its 
workforce, placing it in the state’s Top 20 Declining Industries list. 

SHORT-TERM OUTLOOK 2015-2017 

2-Year Historical (2013-2015) Growth Rate: 3.44% 
2-Year Projected (2015-2017) Growth Rate: 3.31% 
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Retail Trade is predicted to experience the second highest growth among all industry sectors with 
5,030 new jobs.  General Merchandise Stores is forecast to be the top growing subsector in Retail 
Trade with a gain of 1,750, while Electronics and Appliance Stores is predicted to be the fastest 
growing subsector with a rate of 7.48 percent.  The Other General Merchandise Stores industry places 
fourth in the state in net growth with a gain of 1,513, while Automobile Dealers could add 692 jobs 
placing in the state’s Top 20 Growing Industries list.  Among the fastest growing industries in the state, 



  
    

 
 

 
 

 

     
      

     
   

    

 

  

 

 

 

   
  

 

     

 

   
  

Used Merchandise Stores is expected to increase by 16.31 percent, while Other Motor Vehicle Dealers 
could rise 10.28 percent. Nonstore Retailers is predicted to be the only Retail Trade subsector to 
experience a net loss with a decline of 27. 

Percent Growth by Subsector
 
Retail Trade-Chart 1
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Retail Trade-Chart 2
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Transportation and Warehousing could see a net gain of 1,666 new jobs during the 2015-2017 
projection period. Truck Transportation is anticipated to be the top growing subsector with 760 new 
jobs.  Driving this growth is General Freight Trucking with an anticipated growth of 631 jobs placing it 
in the state’s Top 20 Growing Industries list.  Several industries in Transportation and Warehousing 



   
  

    
  

    
 

     
 

    
  

    
      

 

 
 

 

 

   

 

   
  

 

 
 

 

 

   
  

are included in the state’s Top 20 Fastest Growing Industries list.  Support Activities for Rail 
Transportation is projected to be the fastest growing industry in the state with a 69.6 percent growth, 
while Other Support Activities for Transportation could see a 22.73 percent rise in employment.  In all, 
five industries in this sector are included in the state’s Top 20 Fastest Growing Industries list, all 
growing by more than 10 percent. On the negative side of the economy, Pipeline Transportation is 
estimated to lose 137 jobs, or more than a quarter of its workforce due to the impact from the oil and gas 
industry. 

The last sector in Trade, Transportation, and Utilities is the Utilities sector, which is set to have the 
toughest outlook with an anticipated loss of 163 jobs, or 2.07 percent of its workforce.  Electric Power 
Generation, Transmission and Distribution is included in the state’s Top 20 Declining Industries list 
with a loss of 118 jobs.  Natural Gas Distribution, also impacted by the oil and gas industry, makes the 
state’s Top 20 Fastest Declining Industries list with a decrease of 6.86 percent.  Water, Sewage and 
Other Systems is the only positive outlook for the Utilities sector with a gain of 50 new jobs expected, or 
5.38 percent. 

Percent Growth by Subsector
 
Transportation and Warehousing/Utilities-Chart 1
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Transportation and Warehousing/Utilities-Chart 2
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Workforce Development Area Outlook
 
Trade, Transportation, and Utilities
 

Workforce 
Development Area 

2015 
Estimated 

Employment 

2017 
Projected 

Employment 

Net 
Growth 

Percent 
Growth 

Central Arkansas 37,057 38,083 1,026 2.77% 
City of Little Rock 27,713 29,167 1,454 5.25% 
North Central Arkansas 15,851 15,970 119 0.75% 
Northeast Arkansas 19,074 20,144 1,070 5.61% 
Northwest Arkansas 56,546 58,844 2,298 4.06% 
Southeast Arkansas 12,580 12,864 284 2.26% 
Southwest Arkansas 16,021 16,427 406 2.53% 
West Central Arkansas 21,394 21,774 380 1.78% 
Western Arkansas 22,591 23,292 701 3.10% 
Eastern Arkansas 9,355 9,582 227 2.43% 




