
    
   

  

  

    

 
 

 
  

 
  

   
    

   
   

   
 

 

 
     

  
   

   
  

  
 

 

 

 

   
 

Natural Resources and Mining 

Natural Resources and Mining is 
projected to have the toughest outlook 
among the industry supersectors not 
only among Goods-Producing 
Industries, but across the state as a 
whole.  Mining as a whole is predicted 
to lose 795 jobs between 2015 and 
2017, a 12.10 percent drop.  The 
primary contributor is the volatility in the oil and gas industry.  Both Oil and Gas Extraction and 
Support Activities for Mining are in the Top 20 Declining Industries list as well as the Top 20 Fastest 
Declining Industries list. Oil and Gas Extraction is projected to be second in the state in percent decline 
with a loss of 17.70 percent and seventh in the state in net decline with a loss of 251.  Support Activities 
for Mining is anticipated to lead the state in net decline with a loss of 452 and fifth in the state in percent 
decline with a loss of 13.08 percent. 

SHORT-TERM OUTLOOK 2015-2017 

2-Year Historical (2013-2015) Growth Rate: -2.10% 
2-Year Projected (2015-2017) Growth Rate: -4.02% 

Percent Growth by Subsector
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The other side of this supersector, Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing, and Hunting, is showing a mixed 
outlook with a gain of just 46 jobs between 2015 and 2017.  Crop Production and Animal Production 
are expected to have gains of 17 and 138 jobs, respectively.  Two of the three other subsectors are 
forecast to lose jobs.  Forestry and Logging is anticipated to lose 80 jobs, while Support Activities for 
Agriculture and Forestry is expected to lose 30.  Fishing, Hunting and Trapping is set to experience 
minimal change in its employment. 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

     
      

     
     
     

     
     

     
     

     
 

 
 

 

 

 

   
  

Percent Growth by Subsector
 
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing, and Hunting
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Support Activities for Agriculture and Forestry 

Workforce Development Area Outlook
 
Natural Resources and Mining
 

Workforce 
Development Area 

2015 
Estimated 

Employment 

2017 
Projected 

Employment 

Net 
Growth 

Percent 
Change 

Central Arkansas 2,151 1,768 -383 -17.81% 
City of Little Rock 387 388 1 0.26% 
North Central Arkansas 2,365 2,271 -94 -3.97% 
Northeast Arkansas 1,856 1,869 13 0.70% 
Northwest Arkansas 1,451 1,478 27 1.86% 
Southeast Arkansas 2,275 2,218 -57 -2.51% 
Southwest Arkansas 2,467 2,355 -112 -4.54% 
West Central Arkansas 2,367 2,315 -52 -2.20% 
Western Arkansas 1,913 1,811 -102 -5.33% 
Eastern Arkansas 1,059 1,068 9 0.85% 




